
Hannah  Sturgis  to  Represent
Delaware in Poetry Out Loud:
National Recitation Contest

Hannah Sturgis, a junior from
POLYTECH High School, is among
the  53  Poetry  Out  Loud
champions  from  every  state,
the  District  of  Columbia,
Puerto  Rico,  and  the  U.S.
Virgin  Islands  who  will
participate  in  the  National
Finals  of  Poetry  Out  Loud:

National Recitation Contest. The finals will be held at Lisner
Auditorium in Washington, DC on May 3-4, 2016 and can be
viewed  on  the  live,  one-time  only  webcast  at
poetryoutloud.org/competition/national-finals.

Hannah, a student from Smyrna, Delaware, received an all-
expenses-paid trip to compete in the National Finals after
advancing from high school and state-level competitions. For
the National Finals, Hannah will recite three poems including
Blackberrying by Sylvia Plath during the Region 1, Semifinals
to be held on Tuesday, May 3 from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.

“I love poetry because I do not yet fully understand it. I
discover something new from reciting, reading or listening to
it every day. It is beautiful and difficult; it pushes me to
become better at it,” says Hannah.

Poetry Out Loud is a national arts education program that
encourages the study of great poetry by offering educational
materials and a dynamic recitation competition to high schools
across  the  country.  Information  on  Poetry  Out  Loud  is
available  from  the  Delaware  Division  of  the  Arts  at
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http://artsdel.org/poetryoutloud/  and
http://www.poetryoutloud.org/.

About the Delaware Division of the Arts
The Delaware Division of the Arts is an agency of the State of
Delaware. Together with its advisory body, the Delaware State
Arts Council, the Division administers grants and programs
that support arts programming, educate the public, increase
awareness of the arts, and integrate the arts into all facets
of Delaware life. Funding for Division programs is provided by
annual appropriations from the Delaware General Assembly and
grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal
agency. For more information about the Delaware Division of
the Arts, visit artsdel.org or call 302-577-8278.

Contact: Leeann Wallett, Program Officer, Communications and
Marketing

302-577-8280, leeann.wallett@delaware.gov
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